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321-2021 to celebrate 170 0 years of German Jews
tember 26, when Germans will go to 
the polls in order to elect a new chan-
cellor and federal parliament.

This national election will be preced-
ed by state-level elections in Berlin and 
other states, acting as an indication of 
the way the political winds are blow-
ing in Germany. For German Jews, the 

most troubling devel-
opment of 2020 was 
that, throughout the 
German-speaking 
world in fact, this was 
the year conspiracy 
theories flourished 
amidst the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Several of these, as 
the World Jewish Con-

gress covered in a recent report, includ-
ed “antisemitic sentiments and blamed 
Jews for various aspects of the disease.”

The corona-sceptic, anti-vaxxer pro-
tests including those organized by the 
German Querdenker movement drew 
in members of existing extreme-right 
and neo-Nazi political parties like such 
as The Right, The III. Path, and the NPD 
and brought out antisemitic rhetoric 
and imagery that minimized and trivi-
alized the Holocaust.

Corona-sceptic memes have com-
pared mask wearers to Holocaust vic-
tims, and at the end of November, a 

German anti-lockdown, anti-mask pro-
testor in Kassel compared herself in the 
anti-Nazi resistance hero Sophie Scholl, 
prompting a security guard working the 

protest to walk off the job.
German chancellor Angela Merkel is 

enjoying a kind of popularity unheard 
of for someone who has been in office 

for 15 years. 
Though she will not run for re-elec-

tion in 2021, her party, the Christian 
Democratic Union, is well placed to 

end up as the largest party come Sep-
tember.

But in the context of the coronavi-
rus outbreak, the street protests, and 
the roll-out of the coronavirus vaccine 
due to take place in 2021, the rise of the 
corona-sceptic, anti-vaxxer movement 
will be a test for German democracy, 
civil society and its Jewish community.

Simone Rafael of the Antonio Ama-
deu Foundation in Berlin told the JC 
she is sceptical about whether a main-
stream political party will try and pick 
up on the movement and attempt to 
harness its power in order to win votes.

The far-right Alternative for Germa-
ny (AfD) party has shown an interest 
in the corona-sceptic movement. Poli-
ticians belonging to the party have 
taken part in protests and compared 
coronavirus-related laws to Adolf Hit-
ler’s 1933 Enabling Act.

But the AfD “is deeply divided at the 
moment,” Ms Rafael said. “Part of the 
AfD would very much like to be seen 
as the corona protest party, but if that 
part of the party gets its own way, then 
the AfD will have become an openly 
extreme right and anti-democratic 
party” and would lose voters as a result.

The corona-sceptic demonstrators in 
Germany are united in their antisem-
itism and hatred of democracy, Ms Rafael 
observed, and to that end they represent 
a challenge not to Germany democracy 
from within as participants but rather as 
wreckers from without, challenging and 
undermining the system itself.

“To what extent [the corona-sceptic 
movement] will damage the forth-
coming federal elections remains to 
be seen,” Ms Rafael told the JC
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Corona-
sceptics 
are united 
in their 
antisemitism’

The founding members of the321-2021 celebration
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During his lifetime, Gerald Crossman scaled the heights of the music world, playing alongside showbiz greats 
including Charlie Chaplin, Morecambe & Wise and even Marlene Dietrich. Yet it was after his death that he 
made perhaps his most life-changing impact. 

In 2019, Guy moved into Carmiel Children’s Village, giving him a new start in life away from a life of abuse and 
poverty. This was made possible in no small part thanks to the legacy gift left by Gerald to UJIA in his Will.

To fi nd out more about the difference a legacy gift to UJIA can make, call Harvey Bratt on 020 7424 6431
or email harvey.bratt@ujia.org

United Jewish Israel Appeal is a registered charity No. 1060078 (England & Wales) and Sc 039181 (Scotland).

The connection continues 
with a UJIA legacy gift

... Gerald
(1920 - 2014)

Guy, aged 5, lives in the UJIA 
Carmiel Children’s Village 

thanks to ...
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